Lecture 12
I. The notion of style in functional stylistics
The word has derived from the Latin word “stilus” which meant a sharpened stick used by Romans for writing on wax tablets. In the course of time it came to stand for the product of it.

The concept is so broad that it is hardly possible to regard it as a term. We speak of style in architecture, literature, behaviour, linguistics, dress and other fields of human activity.

Even in linguistics the word style is used so widely that it needs interpretation. The majority of linguists who deal with the subject of style agree that the term applies to the following fields of investigation:

- correspondence between language and expression;

- addition to language;

- technique of expression;

- a literary genre;

- individual style;

- expressive means in language;

- synonymous ways of rendering one and the same idea;

- emotional colouring of language;

- a system of special devices called stylistic devices.

In this connection there are many definitions of style. Let us regard some of them:

1. Style is the correspondence between thought and expression. The notion is based on the assumption that language is said to have two functions: it serves as a means of communication and also as a means of shaping one's thoughts. The first function is called communicative, the second - expressive, the latter finds its proper materialization in strings of sentences especially arranged to convey the ideas and also to get the desired response.

Indeed, every sentence may be characterized from two sides: whether or not the string of language forms expressed is something well-known and therefore easily understood and to some extent predictable; whether or not the string of language forms is built anew; is, as it were, an innovation made on the part of the listener to get at the meaning of the utterance and is therefore unpredictable.

The main trend in most of the observations on the interrelation between thought and expression may be summarized as follows: the linguistic form of the idea expressed always reflects the peculiarities of the thought. And vice versa, the character of the thought will always manifest itself in the language forms chosen for the expression of the idea.

2. Style is addition to language. This concept is popular and is upheld in some of the scientific papers on literary criticism. Language and style are regarded as separate bodies, but language can easily dispense with style. Moreover, style as an embellishment of language is viewed as something that hinders understanding. In its extreme, style may dress the thought in such fancy attire that one can hardly get at the idea hidden behind the elaborate design of tricky stylistic devices.

This notion presupposes the use of bare language forms deprived of any stylistic devices and of any expressive means deliberately employed. Perhaps it is due to this notion that the word "style" itself still bears a somewhat derogatory meaning. It is associated with the idea of something pompous, showy artificial, something that is set against simplicity, truthfulness, the natural.

3. Style is technique of expression. In this sense style is generally defined as the ability to write clearly, correctly and in a manner calculated to the interest of the reader. Style in this utilitarian sense should be taught, but it belongs to the realm of grammar, and not to stylistics. It sets up a number of rules as to how to speak and write and discards all kinds of deviations as being violations of the norm. The norm itself becomes rigid, self-sustained and to a very great extent inflexible.

4. Style signifies a literary genre. Thus we speak of classical style or the style of classicism; realistic style; the style of romanticism and so on. On the other hand, the term is widely used in literature, being applied to the various kinds of literary work, the fable, novel, ballad, story etc. The word is also used to denote the way the plot is dealt with, the arrangements of the parts in a literary composition to form the whole, the author’s place and the role in describing and depicting events.

We also speak of the different styles of language. A style of language is a system of interrelated language means which serves a definite aim in communication. The peculiar choice of language means is primarily dependent on the aim of communication.

Thus we may distinguish the following styles within the English literary language: 1) the belles-letters style; 2) the public style; 3) the newspaper style; 4) the scientific prose style; 5) the style of official documents and presumably some others. The classification presented here is not arbitrary, the work is still in the observational stage. The classification is not proof against criticism, though no one will deny that the five groups of styles exist in the English literary language.

“Style is a contextually restricted linguistic variation” (Enkvist);

“Style is a selection of non-distinctive features of language” (L. Bloomfield).

5. Individual style/idiostyle/idiolect can also stand for a unique combination of language units, expressive means and stylistic devices peculiar to a given writer, which makes his/her works/utterances easily recognizable. Hence, individual style may be linked to a proper name. The main feature of individual style is idiosyncratic and deliberate choice of language, and the ways the selected elements are treated. “The wording is different because the inner world is different” (N. Kozlov “Fairy tales with philosophical tinge”).

The most frequent definition of style is one expressed by Seymour Chatman: “Style is a product of individual choices and patterns of choices among linguistic possibilities”. This definition directly deals with the idiosyncrasies peculiar to a given writer. Thus, for instance, we speak of O. Wilde’s idiolect with witticisms in a form of paradoxes, E. Hemingway’s idiolect full of short dialogues with iceberg technique involved, etc.

2. The notion of Stylistics
The academic discipline of stylistics is a twentieth-century invention. Stylistic approach to linguistic facts differs radically from traditional description of language phenomena on the lexical, grammatical and phonetic levels.

There are many definitions of Stylistics as a science. Let’s regard some of them.

Stylistics is a branch of general linguistics which has to do with expressive possibilities of the language – its vocabulary, the structure and the sound arrangement of the sentence or the paragraph. It is a science dealing with rather a complicated phenomenon - the formation of the transferred or figurative meanings.

III.Functional styles by Galperin
A functional style of language is a system of interrelated language means which serves a definite aim in communication.

In the English literary standard Galperin distinguishes the following major functional styles (FS): belles-lettres; publicistic literature; newspaper; scientific prose; official documents.

The belles-lettres FS has the following substyles: style of poetry; of emotive prose; of drama. The publicistic FS comprises the following substyles: style of essays; of oratory; of feature articles in newspapers and journals.

The newspaper FS falls into: style of brief news items and communiqu?s; of newspaper headlines; of notices and advertisements.

The scientific prose FS also has three divisions: style of humanitarian sciences; of ‘exact’ sciences; of military documents.

style="text-align: justify;">The official documents FS can be divided into four varieties: style of diplomatic documents; of business documents; of legal documents; of military documents.
The belles-lettres style rests on certain indispensable linguistic features which are:

1.Genuine, not trite, imagery, achieved by purely linguistic devices.

2.The use of words in contextual and very often in more than one dictionary meaning, or at least greatly influenced by the lexical environment.

3.A vocabulary which will reflect to a greater or lesser degree the author’s personal evaluation of things or phenomena.

4.A peculiar individual selection of vocabulary and syntax, a kind of lexical and syntactical idiosyncrasy.

The introduction of the typical features of colloquial language to a full degree (in plays) or lesser one (in emotive prose) or a slight degree, if any (in poems).
I. Belles-Lettres Style (стиль художественной литературы).
1. The language of poetry; 2. Emotive prose; 3. Drama. 

II. Publicistic Style (публицистический стиль).
1. Oratory and Speeches; 2. The Essay; 3. Articles in magazines and newspapers.

III. Newspaper Style (газетный стиль).
1. Brief News Items; 2. Headlines; 3. Advertisements and Announcements; 4. The Editorial.

IV. Scientific Prose (стиль научной прозы). 
V. Official Documents (стиль официальных документов).
The language of business, legal, diplomatic and military documents. 

IV.Functional styles by Arnold

Speaking of functional styles (FS), I.V. Arnold suggested a classification of FS according the basic linguistic function they fulfill.

She started with a kind of abstract notion termed neutral style. It has no distinctive features and its function is to provide a standard background for the other styles. The other – 'real' styles can be broadly divided into two groups:

1.Colloquial styles: literary colloquial; familiar colloquial; low colloquial.

2.Literary bookish styles: a) scientific ; b) official documents; c) publicist (newspaper); d) oratorical; e) poetic (lofty-poetical).

The function of colloquial styles is intercourse; of scientific prose and official documents – information; publicist (newspaper), oratorical and poetic (lofty-poetical) – influence.

Classification of Functional Styles (Arnold)
FORMAL STYLES                NEUTRAL STYLE               NON-FORMAL
(NON-CASUAL)            -  unmarked member of            STYLES
(КНИЖНЫЕ)                    the stylistic opposition;        (CASUAL) 
                                        - can be used in any           (РАЗГОВОРНЫЕ)
                                           situation;
                                         - serves as a background
                                         for stylistically marked elements                                    
Classification of Functional Styles (Arnold)
FORMAL STYLES                                              NON-FORMAL STYLES 
· Poetic diction (esp. in the 18-              - Literary colloquial
     19th centuries)                                 (литературно-разговорный)
· Scientific style                                         - Familiar colloquial
· Official documentation                 (фамильярно-разговорный) 
· Publicistic (Newspaper) style               - Low colloquial
· Oratory style                                              (просторечие) 
